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Department of English Language, Tianjin Polytechigversity, Tianjin, China

ABSTRACT

The author of this paper deals with wh-questionthin three most popular versions Tao Te Ching from the
perspective of cartographic theory and checkingrhel he topography of CP in the left peripherydf-questions ifmfao
Te Ching only partly supports Rizzi's split CP hypothesisthwsome slight difference as shown in the follogvin
hierarchical order: Force Topic Interrogation FodBs Feature checking of [+wh] feature in wh-quassi obeys the
Interrogative Feature Attraction Hypothesis, whité-oc] feature checking requires the object wh-wtrdnove to the
front of the verb or the preposition, and [+Topdtige checking also requires the relevant constitu® move to the spec
TopP position to check off the strong [+Top] featof the head. The interaction of interrogatiomu®and topic is in need

of further research.
KEYWORDS: Left Periphery, Feature Checkintgo Te Ching
INTRODUCTION

Among the numerous versions Td#o Te Ching, the most academically significant versions aretthmboo slips
version, the silk manuscripts version and the hdsdiavn classic version (Ma, 2016: 230). In the bamblips version,
there are 12 wh-questions without question pasielixed at the end of the sentences (Ma, 2016; 2817: 39). While
in the silk manuscripts version, among the 22 whsgjons found in the book, 7 of them carry affiegtion particles and
17 of them don’t (Ma, 2016:232). What’s more, ire thanded-down traditional version, only five amdhg 26 wh-
guestions in the book carry affix question partica, 2016:232-234). The wh-questionsTem Te Ching exhibit
different syntactic properties of focus, topic amb-feature attraction in the position of CP. Instpiaper, the author will

investigate on the topography of left periphergia based on the cartography theory.
LEFT PERIPHERY

The topography of left periphery in CP is first posed by Rizzi (1997, 1999, 2004:242), and accgrttnhis
theory, the cartographic order of topic and focuthe position of CP is shown as follows:

1. Force Topic* Focus Mod* Topic* FIN IP

Besides focus and topic, wh-words can also be faoma raised to the spec position of CP. The cmephic

order of interrogation, topic and focus in CP layan thus be illustrated as in the following (RiA899):
2. Force Topic* Int Topic* Focus Mod* Topic* FIN IP

Rizzi (2001) thinks that the CP system should folliitne hierarchical order of the (3) when he reali#teat in

Italian the complementizer “se” (also called a pitfatem) can be used to introduce an embeddeehgeaguestion.

3. Force Topic* Int Topic* Focus Topic* FIN IP
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134 Ma Daoshan

In (3), the hierarchical order of CP is not quitfedent from Rizzi (1997, 1999, 2004).

In accordance with the above mentioned cartogragtgory, the study of left periphery in Chinesewtdhat
topic and focus in Chinese also exhibit certairrdrighical order. The structure of Chinese left pleery in CP goes as

follows:
4. About topic) hanging topic left dislocation topic lian-focus) IP (qgtd. in Cheung, 2014: 424

Based on the split CP hypothesis proposed by R{2897, 1999, 2004, Tsai (2008:107) put up the following

topography of adverbial wh-words in the left peaphof Chinese sentences:
5. Force Topic* Int Topic* Focus Mod* Topic* FINrffTense Mod* |p
zenme zenme weishenme modal wei(-le)sheme

weishenme zenme(-yang)

Left periphery VP periphery

According to the split CP hypothesis, the forcavbfquestions reveals wh-interrogative force, whighindicate
it as [+wh]. In the bamboo slips version Tdo Te Ching, the following wh-questions can be illustratedimg8-9) by
Interrogative Feature Attraction Hypothesis (Map202006: 108; 2014: 19; 2015; 2016a; 2016b; 20204;7b) as in
(20):

6. He wei chong rui? (Bamboo Slips Tdo Te Ching Book B)
What call favor humiliation?
“What is favor or humiliation?”
7. He wei gui da huan ruo shen? (Bamboo SlipgaofTe Ching Book B)
What mean treasure great illness like body
“What does it mean by treasuring great illnesgaasdo your body?”
8. [cH*+wh]i hei wei chong rui?]
9. [cH*+whl]i hei wei gui da huan ruo shen?]
10. Interrogative Feature Attraction Hypothesis

In null specifier type of languages (Ma, 2001), thierrogative head with weak interrogative featloeated at
the end of the interrogative sentence, which cattd to by the affix question particle “ne”/ “mai’ the rising tone Q in
modern Chinese, and “ye” / “zai” / “hu” or the ng tone Q, attracts the interrogative feature ef wh-word or the
interrogative construction to move to spec CP mmsiso that the interrogative feature is checked thus the sentences

can be interpreted as interrogative sentences.

In (8-9) the [+wh] force is located hierarchicaligfore the wh-word “he” (“what” in English). Simil@&xamples
can also be found in the silk manuscripts vers®mg11-19) and in the handed-down classic versiofao Te Ching as

in (20-29). The above mentioned 9 examples in tthensanuscripts version and the 10 examples inhaeded-down
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classic version ofao Te Ching also show that the [+wh] force is located hierazalty before the wh-word.
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19.

20

phery and Feature Checking of Wh-Questionsn Tao Te Ching

. fu he gu ye?Te Ching)

Oh what reason PART.

“Oh, what’s the reason?”

he gu ye?Te Ching)

What reason PART.

“What'’s the reason?”

naihe yi sha zhi ye7¢ Ching)

How with frighten it PART.

“Why are you afraid of it?”

shu neng you yu er you yi qu feng yu tian zhe HeZhing)

Who can have abundance and have with make offésingiverse PART. PART.
“Who can make offerings to the universe with theratance of life he has?”
shu zhi qi ji? Te Ching)

Who know it's extreme

“Who knows its extreme?”

he wei chong rui ruo jing7lé@o Ching)

What mean favor humiliation like surprise

“What does it mean by no surprise at favor or hiatidn?”

he wei gui da huan ruo shenrag Ching)

What mean treasure great illness like body

“What does it mean by treasuring great illnessasdo your body?”
shu wei ci? Tao Ching)

Who do this

“Who does it?”

yan ke yi wei shan?l¢ Ching)

How can with do good

“How can you do good with it?”

. he wei gui da huan ruo shen? (Chapter 13)
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

What mean treasure great illness like body

“What does it mean by treasuring great illnessasdo your body?”
he wei chong rui ruo jing? (Chapter 13)

What mean favor humiliation like surprise

“What does it mean by no surprise at favor or hiatidn?”

shu neng an yi jiu? (Chapter 15)

Who can quiet with long?

“Who can keep quiet for long?”

shu neng zhuo yi zhi? (Chapter 15)

Who can chaos with stop?

“Who can stop the chaos?”

shu wei ci zhe? (Chapter 23)

Who do this PART.

“Who does this?”

naihe yi wancheng zhi zhu, er yi shen ging tianx@apter 26)

Why with all of Lord but with body lighten world

“Why does the Lord of all take his body more presithan the world?”

fu he gu? (Chapter 50)

Oh what reason

“What'’s the reason?”

shu zhi ci ji? (Chapter 58)

Who know this extreme

“Who knows the extreme of this?”

shu gan? (Chapter 74)

Who dare

“Who dares?”

shu neng you yu yi feng tianxia? (Chapter 77)
Who can have abundance to serve world

“Who can serve the world with his abundance?”
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Chinese, as a topic-prominent language, tendstttopics in front of the sentences, which is alspyarly read
in Tao Te Ching. In the following sentences from the bamboo slipg, small clause before the main clause can be
considered as given information, which serves tp® in the sentence. Following (10), in (30-34¢ weak [+wh] head
feature attracts the [+wh] feature of the wh-wondtlhe main clause to raise alone to spec CP, thtersme can be

interpreted as a wh-question. If this is on thétrigack, sentence (30) can be illustrated as (35).
30. gu da dao fei, an you renyi? (Bamboo SlipJauf Te Ching Book C)
Ancient great law abandoned how exist benevolence
“How can benevolence exist when the ancient gesati$ abandoned?”
31. liugin bu he, an you xiaoci? (Bamboo Slips of T&oQhing Book C)
Kinship not harmonious how exist filial-piety
“How can the filial piety exist without harmonioksship?”
32. bang jia hunluan, an you zheng chen? (Bamboo &fipao Te Ching Book C)
State family dizzy how exist upright official
“How can upright officials exist if the state arigetfamily are dizzy?”
33. wei yu e, xiangqu ji he? (Bamboo Slips of Tao TénglBook B)
Respect and disgust difference how much
“What is the difference between respect and disgust
34. mei e, xiangqu he ruo? (Bamboo Slips of Tao Te ¢Biaok B)
Beauty ugliness difference what like
“What is the difference between beauty and uglidess
35. [cp [+wh]i [TopP gu dadao fei, ani you renyi?]]

In (35) the interrogative force [+wh] precedes thgic as shown in the above examples. This is thiscase in
the examples of (36-37) in the silk manuscripts ianthe examples of (38-43) in the handed-downsitagersion
of Tao Te Ching.

36. wei yu e, gi xiangqu ji he? (Tao Ching)

Respect and disgust its difference how much

“What is the difference between respect and disgust
37. mei yu e, gi xiangqu he ruo? (Tao Ching)

Beauty and ugliness its difference what like

“What is the difference between beauty and ugliess

38. shan zhi yu e, xiangqu ruo he? (Chapter 20)
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44,

45.

46.
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Kindness it and evil difference like what

“What is the difference between kindness and evil?”

wei zhi yu e, xiangqu jihe? (Chapter 20)

Respect it and disgust difference how much

“What is the difference between respect and disgust

ren zhi bu shan, he gi zhi you? (Chapter 62)

People it not kind what discard it have

“What loss does it have if people are not kindre?t

tian zhi suo e, shei zhi gi gu? (Chapter 73)

Universe it of disgust who know its reason

“Who knows the reason that it is disgusted by thigerse?”
min bu wei si, naihe yi si ju zhi? (Chapter 74)

People not frighten death how with death frightesn

“If people are not afraid of death, how can yogliten them with death?”
bao yuan yi de, anhe yi wei shan? (Chapter 79)

Treat complaints with virtue how with do good

“If complaints are treated with virtue, how doe®dde done?”

As for the topography of topic and wh-words, a ¢togivays occurs before a wh-word in the sentenchagn in
the examples (44-46) from the bamboo slips of TaoChing. These examples can also be read in the sil

manuscripts and the handed-down classic versid).q@h be represented as (47).
ming yu shen shu gin? (Bamboo Slips of Tao Te CBiagk A)

Fame and body who dear

“Which is dearer, fame or body?”

shen yu huo shu duo? (Bamboo Slips of Tao Te CBouk A)

Body and goods who more

“Which is more, body or goods?”

de yu wang shu bing? (Bamboo Slips of Tao Te CBiogk A)

Gain and loss who harmful

“Which is more harmful, gain or loss?”

. [cp [+wh]i [TopP ming yu shen, shui qin?]]
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The other 2 sentences in the bamboo slips alsdieximilar results. In (48), the small clause ¢t@nfunctioned
as a relative clause. In (49), the subject “wu” {H English) is raised from spec VP to spec CP g can also
be considered as a topic, which is shown in (56nté&ce (49) can also be found in the silk manpiscand in
the handed-down classic version of Tao Te Chingeddme that there is a question particle affixedhe sentence

at the end of it.

48. ji wu wu shen, huo he huan? (Bamboo Slips of TaGhimg Book B)
And | no body or what illness
“If I have no body, what iliness do | have?”

49. wu he yi zhi tianxia zhi ran? (Bamboo Slips of TeoChing Book B)
| what with know universe of this
“How do | know that the universe is like this?”

50. [CP [+whl]i [TopP wuj, hei yi tj zhi tianxia zhi r&j]

Ma (2017) also claims that the overt movement efdhject wh-word in the Bamboo SlipsTaio Te Ching is due
to focus feature checking requirement (Ma, 2017%: @bject shift is caused by emphasis of the objshtch is raised to
the front position of the verb or preposition. Thhe accusative wh-word becomes the focus of timesee. In the
examples of (6-13), (16-17)and (20-21) , the whevtre”( “what” in English) moves overtly to the fibposition of the
verb, triggered by the strong focus feature in gpecifier of the Focus phrase. The focus phraseceted in the head
position of the left periphery structure in the @8e sentence. (6-13) can be illustrated in tleedragram of (51) (Ma,
2017: 42).

e NGl

Spec Foc’

Fo<” ™ VP
hej /\\ V-s
v N pp
51. wei 1
Focus movement is also shown in (50). The wh-wdel (“what” in English) moves overtly to the froposition
of the preposition, triggered by the strong foeesttire in the specifier of the Focus phrase. Astitated from the

above analysis, the wh-questions in the three k@lan versions oTao Te Ching support part of Rizzi’s split CP

hypothesis. The split CP layer of the wh-questiorBo Te Ching can be summarized as in (52):
52. Force Topiclnt FocusIP
FEATURE CHECKING

Examples (6-7) and (11-29) are wh-questions withweinds at the initial position of the sentencelight of (10),

the [+wh] feature at the head of C in Chinese iakv@nd cannot attract the wh-word to raise, insthad+wh] feature of
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C attracts the [+wh] feature of the wh-word to easdone. When the [+wh] feature of the wh-word nwteethe spec of CP
position, the head [+wh] feature of C is checked te derivation converges. The sentence is wathéa. Example (6) is

represented as in (53):

CP

Spec  C

[twh,C P
Spec I’
he I VP
[twhl; V  DP

53, wei  chongrui

However, (53) is not the whole story. As shown 51)( the object shifted wh-word “he” (“what” in Elmgh)
moves overtly to the front position of the verliggered by the strong focus feature in the headtipnsof the Focus
phrase. The strong [+Foc] head feature is checkehwhe object wh-word is attracted and moved écsfiecifier position

of FocP. And thus the strong head [+Foc] featura ba checked and the derivation converges. Theeseatis

grammatical as shown in (54).

CP

Spec C

[+wh]; C FocP
Spec  Foc’
he, Foc VP
[+wh], |V DP

wei D DP
54. t  chongrui

Sentence (7) and sentences (11-2@n be accounted for in the similar way as in (84 till now, we have dealt
with two kinds of feature checking: wh-feature attion and focus movement. The third kind of featahecking is the

topic feature checking. The topical structure repntéed in (47) can be illustrated in the tree diagof (55):
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CP
Spec C’
C TopP
Spec  Top’
[mingyushen]; Top VP
Spec V’
vV NP
55. tt qin shu
In (55), according to the VP shell hypothesis,gbbject “mingyushen” is base generated in Spea¥fhe head
[+Top] feature of the Top head is strong, the NRnfggushen” must be moved to the Spec TopP to cbécthe strong
head feature. The [+Top] feature of the NP “mindyars’ agrees with the strong head [+Top] featurehef Top, the
derivation converges and the sentence is gramrhalieatences (30-43) also can be interpreted inn@yeor the other as
topic structures in Chinese, and some of the tdpitisese sentences are base generated in specvlfifgPothers are base

generated elsewhere but moved to spec TopP pasifimerefore in sentences (30-43) the head [+Toalufe can be

checked by the spec [+Top] feature and the sensegmeegrammatical, similar to the checking proee$ss).

But (55) is only part of the story. The subject figyushen” first moves to the spec of IP and thereamn to the
spec of TopP in a cyclic way, and in (56) we orhné first step and move the subject from spec pt TopP. The object
“shu” (“who” in English) first is attracted and pigoiped to the Spec FocP to check off the strorigp€l feature of the
head Foc in FocP. When the object is shifted tdrbmt position of the verb, the focus feature lté head agrees with the
focus feature of the shifted object. And then tleakvhead feature [+wh] of head C in CP attractd-thd] feature of the
wh-word to move to the spec position of the CPheadk off the weak head feature [+wh] of head Ch When the [+wh]
feature of the wh-word raises into the spec CPtiposithe [+wh] feature of the wh-word agrees witle weak head

feature [+wh] of head C in CP, and thus the deigvatonverges and the sentence is grammaticalcagnsim (56).
CP
Spec c’
[+wh]; C TopP
Spec Top’®
[mingyushen]; Top FocP
Spec Foc’
shy; Foc P
[+wh]; —~Spec VP
. V DP
56. ain

And the structure represented in (50) also folltivesderivation shown in the tree diagram of (57).
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CP
Spec (0
[+wh]; C  TopP
Spec  Top’
[wu]iTop FocP
Spec  Foc’
he; Foc IP
[+wh];~. Spec PP
t PP VP
P DPy WV
vi § VvV DP
57. zhi tianxiazhiran

In (57) the subject “wu” is base generated in sgegosition and then move up to the spec IP pasitad as the
head of TopP carries a strong [+Top] feature, tilgest raises up cyclically to the spec of TopRlteck off the strong
[+Top] feature of the head Top. The [+Top] featafehe subject “wu” agrees with the strong [+Topature of the head
Top, and the derivation converges. The object efgreposition “yi” is attracted and moved up tocspecP position to
check the strong [+Foc] feature of the head Foa when the object is shifted to the front of thegwsition, the [+Foc]
feature of the object agrees with the strong [+Feajure of the head Foc. The head feature [+wig} of CP is weak and
can only attract the [+wh] feature of the objectriove alone to the spec CP position. And when ttéh] feature of the
object raises to the spec CP position, the [+whiuie of the object agrees with the weak head rfedttwh] of C, and

thus the derivation converges and the sentenaaisrgatical.

Form the tree diagram of (56) and (57), the topplgyaof CP layer in archaic Chine$ao Te Ching supports our
summary of (52), rewritten as (58) below for corieere, which is slightly different from Rizzi (1997999, 2004 as

rewritten in (59) as well as Rizzi (200Trewritten as in (60) :
58. Force Topiclnt FocusIP
59. Force Topic* Int Topic* Focus Mod* Topic* FIN IP
60. Force Topic* Int Topic* Focus Topic* FIN IP
CONCLUSIONS

The topography of left periphery in the Chinesessi@a philosophical worRao Te Ching is lightly different from
that in Italian written by Rizzi (1997, 1999, 2004nd Rizzi (2001). The author first illustrates thafTao Te Ching,
according to the Interrogative Feature Attractioypbthesis (Ma, 2004; 2006: 108; 2014: 19; 2015,6202016b; 2017a;
2017b), the [+wh] feature of the wh-word in sen&1¢6-7) and sentences (11-29) is attracted to nmwyike spec CP
position for the requirement that the weak [+whjttee of the head C must be checked. When the [fedilire of the
wh-word is raised to the spec CP position, the weat] feature of the head C agrees with the [+¥adture of the wh-
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word, and thus the sentence is grammatical. Iptbeess of derivation, the interrogative forcengi¢ated by the [+wh]
feature of the wh-word in the spec CP position, #nd interrogative force is invariably ordered def the wh-word.
Secondly, as illustrated in sentences (30-43)ntegriogative force precedes the topic and in seete(M4-46) and (48-49)
the topic precedes the wh-word. The subject basergted in spec VP first moves to spec IP for thecking of its
nominative case and then attracts to spec Topthéorequirement to check the strong [+Top] featirdhe head Top. This
movement is also triggered by the feature checkiegd of the strong head feature. Thirdly, the gfrbead feature of
[+Foc] also requires the object wh-word to movetagpec FocP position to check off the strong Heatlre of [+Foc].
Once the object wh-word moves to spec FocP posiiwhthe strong head feature of [+Foc] is checkeal [+wh] feature
of the shifted object wh-word is attracted by theak head feature of the head C to move to the GPgoosition to check
off the weak [+wh] feature of the head C. This lgeitone, the derivation of the sentence convergdstla sentence is

grammatical.

There are also some weak points in the paper. dgmgtaphy of the archaic Chinese is not carefulestigated
in the three versions dfao Te Ching. For example, can the topics occur repeatedly inpib&tion between Force and
Interrogation? Is there any modality in the threesions offao Te Ching? Secondly, in some sentences the topics are cases
of movement as shown in the paper, and there aoesaime sentences in which the topics might be dgrrserated in spec
TopP position, and due to space limitations thiggleage phenomenon is not discussed. Thirdly, tteFaation of topic,

focus and interrogation should have been dealt witletails. All these questions we’'ll leave foo#rer paper to study.
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